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Se nombran una especie nueva del grupo Eleutherodactylus conspicillatus de 1os bosques andinos
bajos (740-1660 m.s.n.m) del flanco oriental de la Cordillera Oriental del sur de Colombia. La
especie nueva comparte una sinapomorfia (tuberculos supra-anales) con tres especies mds, E.
gutturalis del oriente de la Amazonia, E. lanthanites del occidente de la Amazonia, y E. fallax,
conocida de los bosques andinos del flanco oriental de la Cordillera Central de Colombia. La
distribucién de la especie nueva es consistente con una propuesta reciente sobre los limites inferiorers
y superiores para distribuciones andinas.
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Abstract

A new species of the Eleutherodactylus conspicillatus group is named from low cloud forests
(740-1660 m) of the eastern flank of the Cordillera Oriental of southern Colombia. The species
shares a synapomorphy (supra-anal tubercles) with three other species, E. gutturalis of eastern
Amazonia, E. lanthanites of western Amazonia, and E. fallax known from low cloud forests of the
Cordillera Central of Colombia. The distribution of the new species is consistent with a recent
proposal concerning upper and lower limits of distribution in the Andes.
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Introduction. In late June of 1989, Pedro M. Ruiz sug-
gested to the senior author that we make a quick trip to
Caquetd during the holidays to see if we could collect
frogs in a region hitherto ignored (for various reasons).
Over a period of 4 days, we collected the upper reaches of
what would come to be called the Caquet4 transect. Ten
months later, Ruiz revisted the area with an undergradu-
ate field course, collecting principally in the lowlands,
and Lynch and Ruiz collected again in June 1990, sur-
veying all 21 streams between 750 and 2400 m. The re-
sult of these three salidas was an extensive collection of
frogs from the lowlands in the vicinity of Florencia to the
crest {Alto de Gabinete). Sudrez (2000} examined the
altitudinal distributions of the fauna eventhough the taxo-
nomic work has not been completed and reported 14 spe-
cies of the genus Eleutherodactylus along the length of
the transect.

The Eleutherodactylus conspicillatus group was des-
ignated by Lynch (1986} for a complex of species (largely
South American) previously confused with taxa of the E.
Sitzingeri group by Lynch and coworkers. Subsequently,
Lynch (1994) showed that these frogs could be distin-
guished using a superficial character (relative lengths of
the third and fifth toes) and Lynch & Duellman (1997)
listed the nominate species of the E. conspicillatus group.
Presently, 35 species are recognized. Suérez (2000) in-
cluded two species of this group from the Caquet4 transect,
the cosmopolitan, of the northern Andes, E. w-nigrum,
and E. sp. 5. Eleutherodactylus sp. 5 represents a hitherto
undescribed taxon and is of immediate interest because
we are able to place it systematically.

Materials & Methods

Terminology and measurements follow Lynch &
Duellman (1997). Measurements were taken using dial
calipers and a dissecting microscope. Means are reported
+ one standard error of the mean.

Eleutherodactylus epacrus sp. nov.
E[leutherodactylus] sp. 5: Suarez, 2000: 400.

Holotype. ICN 24115, an adult female, part of a series
collected 26 June 1990 by J Lynch, P Ruiz & R Sdnchez.
Original number JDL. 17657.

Type-locality. Colombia, CAQUETA: municipio
Florencia, vereda Tarqui, km 38.8 above Florencia, 1370 m.

Topoparatypes. Males ICN 24121, 24123, females
24116-20, collected with holotype); females, ICN 23654-
55, P Ruiz 1n abril 1990.

Paratypes. All from Caquetd, municipio Florencia:
Vereda El Paraiso, km 23.1 above Florencia, 820 m {male,
ICN 24087, J Lynch, 24 June 1990); vereda La Portada,
km 35.2 km above Florencia, 1230 m (males, ICN 24090-
93, 24096, females 24088-89, J Lynch, P Ruiz & R Sanchez,
25 June 1990), km 37.4 above Florencia, 1350 m {males,
ICN 24165, 24167-68, 24171, females 24155-56, 24158-
61, 24170, 24172, ] Lynch, P Ruiz & R Sdnchez, 25 June
1990); vereda Sucre, km 33.9 above Florencia, 1150 m
(males ICN 24103-04, 24109, 24111-12, females 24099,
24106-08, J Lynch, P Ruiz & R Sanchez, 25 June 1990);
entre vereda Sucre y Santa Elena, km 29 above Florencia,
1000 m (females, ICN 24113-14, J Lynch & P Ruiz, 25
June 1990}; vereda Tarqui, km 39.3 above Florencia, 1410
m (male, ICN 24133, females ICN 24126, 24128, J Lynch,
P Ruiz & R Sdnchez, 26 June 1990}, km 41.4 above
Florencia, 1470 m (males, ICN 24142-46, 24148, females
24140-41, 24150, J Lynch, P Ruiz & R Sanchez, 26 June
1990).

Referred specimens (juveniles and specimens used
for karyeotypes). All Caquetd, municipio Florencia:
vereda El Paraiso, km 19 above Florencia, 740 m (ICN
24173), km 21.7 above Florencia, 790 m (ICN 24086);
vereda La Portada, km 35.2 km above Florencia, 1230 m
(ICN 24094-95, 24097-98), km 37.4 above Florencia, 1350
m (ICN 24152-54, 24162-64, 24166, 24169); vereda
Sucre, km 33.9 above Florencia, 1150 m (ICN 24101-02,
24105, 24110); vereda Tarqui, km 38.8 km above
Florencia, 1370 m (ICN 23656-57, 24122, 24124-25), km
39.3 above Florencia, 1410 m (ICN 24129-32, 24134-39,
24427, 24429-30, 24465-66), km 41.4 above Florencia,
1470 m (ICN 24147, 24149), km 43.2 above Florencia,
1660 m (ICN 24151).

Diagnosis.—(1) skin of dorsum shargeen, that of ven-
ter smooth or with low granulations; dorsolateral folds
thin; (2) tympanum present, round to oval, its length 26-
35% that of eye; (3) snout subacuminate in dorsal view,
round in profile; canthus rostralis sharp, straight; (4) IOD
slightly greater than upper eyelid; no cranial crests; no
enlarged tubercles on upper eyelid; (5) vomerine
odontophores prominent, narrowly separated; (6) males
with vocal slits and nuptial pads; (7) first finger longer
than second, disks of outer fingers large, weakly
emarginate; (8) fingers with lateral keels; (9) ulnar tuber-
cles absent or slightly indicated; (10) prominent,
nonconical, tubercle on heel, no inner tarsal tubercle or
fold; tubercle on outer edge of tarsus; (11) two metatarsal
tubercles, inner elongate, 6-8 times size of outer; super-
numerary plantar tubercles low; (12) toes with lateral
keels, no webbing; (13) dorsum brown with darker brown






