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La Asociacion Colombiana
para el Avance de la Ciencia con-
cedi6 el premio a la Vida y obra
de un cientifico a Don HERNANDO
GrooT LiEvaNo, Académico Ho-
norario de la Academia.

Obituarios

Jorge I. Hernandez Camacho
El pasado 14 de septiembre falle-
ci6 en la ciudad de Cartagena,
mientras asitia a un Congreso In-
ternacional, el Académico corres-
pondiente Don JORGE I. HERNAN-
DEZ CAMACHO. Don Jorge es con-
siderado como uno de los grandes
naturalistas colombianos, poseedor
de una saber integral que abarcaba
la botanicay la zoologia clasicas y
los temas ambientales. Su labor en
el Instituto de Ciencias Naturales
de la Universidad Nacional y en el
antiguo Inderena influencié a nume-
ros bidlogos y ambientalistas co-
lombianos. Entre las muchas distin-
cionesque recibio se encuentran el
Premio a la vida y obra de FEN
(1997) y hace poco, en agosto de
2001, el Premio de la Academia
Colombiana de Ciencias a la
Vida y obra de un cientifico.

Luis Guillermo Duran Solano

En la ciudad de Bogota, el 25 de
septiembre pasado, fallecio el aca-
démico numerario Don Luis Gui-
LLERMO DURAN SoLANO. Su inten-
sa labor se repartio en el asesora-
miento a los sectores publico y pri-
vado, y en la organizacion de los
estudios de geologia en la Univer-
sidad Nacional de Colombia. Fue
miembro fundador de la Sociedad
Colombiana de Geologia y de la
revista Geologia colombiana. Fue
miembro de diversas asociaciones
o sociedades cientificas nacionales
y extranjeras.

Don Luis GuiLLErMO fue distin-
guido con Mencion honorifica de
la Fundacion Alejandro Angel
Escobar, el Premio Ricardo LLe-
ras Codazzi (1975), la Medalla al
mérito universitario de la Univer-
sidad Nacional de Colombia
(1981) y la Medalla de oro de IN-
GEOMINAS (1991).

,Qué tan extensa puede
o debe ser una tesis de
doctorado?

No sabemos que ocurre en otras
areas de la ciencia, pero en mate-
maticas no existe proporcionalidad
entre la extension de una tesis de

doctorado y su importancia o cali-
dad. A continuacion mencionamos
algunas tesis doctorales muy cor-
tas, que por este hecho forman par-
te del folclore matematico, sin in-
tentar calificar su importancia o ca-
lidad.

a) La tesis de BouQuEr, titulada
Sur la variation des intégrales do-
ubles, presentada como tesis de
analisis a la Facultad de Ciencias
de Paris (impresa por la casa Ba-
chelier), en 1843. Esta tesis tiene
14 paginas, in quarto.

b)La tesis de IvAN MORTON Ni-
VEN, A Waring problem (en la Uni-
versidad de Chicago), orientada por
el célebre LEONARD E. DicksoN,
s6lo tiene 9 paginas.

c)La tesis de BARRY CHARLES
MAzUR, On embeddings of sphe-
res (1959), en la Universidad de
Princeton, en la cual resuelve una
conjetura de SCHOENFLIES, tiene 26
paginas numeradas, pero al pare-
cer el texto central ocupa mucho
menos que eso.

d)Latesis doctoral de J. FORBES
NASH JRr., dirigida por ALBERT Tuc-
KER en Harvard, por la cual com-
parti6 el Premio Nobel de Econo-
mia en 1994, tiene 27 paginas a
doble espacio. La tesis, titulada
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mo de 400 palabras) relacionada
con uno de los temas del Semina-
rio antes del 30 de agosto de 2001.
Se dara prioridad a los trabajos
basados en experiencias, los selec-
cionados seran posiblemente publi-
cados en las memorias del evento;
al mismo tiempo, se invitard a in-
vestigadores, en numero limitado,
a presentar sus ponencias y activas
contribuciones durante el Semina-
rio. Las becas cubriran el costo de
transporte y alojamiento durante el
Seminario.

Documentos

Declaracion sobre la crisis ac-
tual de ocho galardonados con
el Premio Nobel de la Paz

Transcribimos en inglés este do-
cumento, firmado por ocho pre-
mios Nobel de la Paz, en octubre
de 2001.

“Human Life is Sacred”. An
Appeal to Restraint and a Call
to Action in a Moment of Cri-

sis by Eight Nobel
Peace Prize Laureates

We are greatly saddened by the
tragic events which took place on
Tuesday, September 11th , in New
York and Washington, D.C. We
cannot yet fathom the magnitude of
what has happened, and yet we feel
impelled to speak in light of what
we fear may be an escalation of vio-
lence in response. We extend our
deepest sympathies and heartfelt
condolences to the families and
friends of the victims and to the
people of the United States. Our
prayers accompany you in this di-
fficult period of loss and mourning.
The many acts of courage on the
part of the rescue teams and the
generosity of the citizens of your
cities and towns are an inspiration
to all of us. Respect for the sacred-

ness and inviolability of human life
is a principal article of faith in each
of the major world religions. We
are heartened by the spontaneous
expressions of solidarity by millio-
ns of men and women of good will,
from all backgrounds, on every con-
tinent, and by so many religious and
political leaders through the world
who have spoken out against this
barbarous act of terrorism. There
is nothing which can condone an act
which has cost the lives of thou-
sands of innocent people. The per-
petrators of this deed must be
sought out and brought to justice.
At the same time, we know that ad-
ministering justice to those respon-
sible will not resolve the deeper
questions of the causes of terrorism.
In this regard, we are mindful that
every day innocent victims suffer
and die in many parts of the world,
their only crime being born in a par-
ticular place, or into a particular re-
ligion, or with a certain skin colour.
In this moment of crisis we are con-
fronted by a challenge whose out-
come may determine the future of
this first century of the new millen-
nium. The UN General Assembly
has declared the first ten years of
the 21st century to be the Decade
for a Culture of Peace and Non-
violence for the Children of the
World (2001-2010). We believe
that the time has come to implement
that decision. Many have compa-
red the attack on the World Trade
Centre and the Pentagon to the
attack on Pearl Harbour. But this is
not 1941. In the past 60 years we
have learnt many hard lessons about
the downward spiral of violence
and have been misled by false ex-
pectations about the ability of mili-
tary power to solve problems. Sa-
dly, our political leaders continue to

take decisions which produce con-
frontation instead of negotiation.
The result has been more death and
destruction and an increasing sen-
se of fear, anxiety, and hopeless-
ness among us all. We therefore call
upon the world community and es-
pecially upon the American people
to take up the challenge which is
presented to them in the midst of
adversity. We recognise the need
to respond quickly and decisively
to these terrible acts of terrorism.
Yet we appeal to the American go-
vernment to refrain from military
retaliation. Any actions taken must
be guided by international law and
fall within the bounds of the United
Nations Charter. Furthermore we
call upon the United Nations to or-
ganise in the very near future:

An international conference on
terrorism which will investigate its
root causes, propose measures to
address those causes, and provide
international standards to ensure that
security needs are met and that the
perpetrators of such acts are
brought to justice.

An international day of comme-
moration for all the victims of te-
rrorism with public manifestations
of solidarity and programs for tea-
ching peace education and the prin-
ciples of nonviolence in schools and
universities.

Terrorism threatens the very prin-
ciples to which our societies aspire
and which are enshrined in the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rig-
hts. The best response to those who
would undermine democracy and
the rule of law is to reaffirm those
very values and institutions.

In conclusion, we call upon the
governments and peoples of the

- world to take concrete steps in de-
“veloping a Culture of Peace and



