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Dear colleagues and friends, 
  

On my first visit to Colombia in the early 1990s I enjoyed 

numerous scientific discussions in Bogota, but did not make 

it to Medellin, which was experiencing difficult times. This 

year, I returned to Colombia and had the opportunity to visit 

Medellin. After arrival at the airport, I was stunned by the 

surrounding mountains. What impressive highlands. Indeed 

the journey into the city of Medellin was like driving 

through a holiday region in the Alps in Europe or the Rocky 

Mountains in North America. And then, a sudden change 

when we entered Medellin, the lively future-oriented capital 

of Antioquia. At the university I had a first-hand glimpse of the excellent science in all areas 

of biomedicine, most impressively in immunology, infectious diseases and inflammation. 

Most intriguing, were my discussions with young researchers, who were well aware of the 

importance of immunology, both as basic biological science and as applied science, in 

improving human health.  Indeed “in Medellin immunology flourishes”. 

  

As Past President of the IUIS I remain interested in bridging gaps: 

 gaps  between basic and applied research; 
 gaps between north and south; 
 gaps between young researchers and experienced professors; 
 gaps between research in academia and private industry. 

  

I am convinced that many of these gaps will be bridged at IMMUNOCOLOMBIA 2015 – the 

11
th
Congress of the Latin American Association of Immunology (ALAI) and the 

10
th
 Colombian Congress of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology (ACAAI). 

  

To support IMMUNOCOLOMBIA 2015, the IUIS will hold its Executive Committee and 

 



Council Member meetings, not only to tend to our official business but also to discuss 

science. 

  

During my last visit to Medellin, I also enjoyed the hospitality of my Colombian colleagues 

and friends, who introduced me to some of the many touristic highlights, notably the Museo 

deAntioquia with the famous pieces/paintings of Fernando Botero. Yes, Medellin is a vibrant 

city with a highly modern public transport system including underground, overhead railroad 

and cable cars, which make it easy to get around. I hope that IMMUNOCOLOMBIA 2015 is 
not only the venue for scientific exchange amongst Latin American immunologists but for 

immunologists from all over the world, to make this a really unique event.  
  

I am very much looking forward to attending IMMUNOCOLOMBIA 2015, October 13–16, 

2015 to renew friendships, to make new friends – and of course I am looking forward to 
meeting you. 

  

Stefan H.E. Kaufmann, PhD, Dr. h.c. 

Past President IUIS  

Managing Director 
Max Plank Institute for Infection Biology 

Departament of immunology 
 

 

Our Keynote speaker: "Inflammation, microbiota and chronic disease" 

Dr. Flavell is Sterling Professor of Immunobiology at Yale 

University School of Medicine, and an Investigator of the 

Howard Hughes Medical Institute. He received his B.Sc. 

(Honors) in 1967 and Ph.D. in 1970 in biochemistry from 

the University of Hull, England, and performed postdoctoral 

work in Amsterdam (1970-72) with Piet Borst and in Zurich 

(1972-73) with Charles Weissmann. Richard Flavell is co-

discoverer of introns in cellular genes:  he showed DNA 

methylation correlates inversely with, and prevents gene 

expression.  He was the first to develop reverse genetics as a 

postdoc with Weissmann and in his own lab continued in 

this field throughout his career; he is a pioneer in the use of 

this approach in vivo to study function.  He identified key 

transcription factors that control T-cell immunity and 

showed that genes exhibit interchromosomal interactions 

that play a role in gene regulation, so called ‘kissing 

chromosomes’. 

  

Dr. Flavell’s laboratory studies the molecular and cellular basis of the immune response and 

has discovered the role of several receptor families in the innate immune response, including 

Toll-like receptors and intracellular Nod-like receptor families (NLRs).  His lab has 

established the connection between inflammasomes, microbial homeostasis and chronic 

diseases. He showed that dysbiosis of the microbiota leads to IBD and Metabolic Syndrome, 

including Obesity Fatty Liver disease and Type 2 diabetes. Most recently, his group has 

 



developed a new microbiota-profiling strategy that allows his group to identify the specific 

bacterial species that are involved in driving inflammatory diseases in both mice and humans; 

in particular, this strategy utilizes the host’s own immune response as a guide to identify 

specific intestinal bacteria that preferentially impact immunity and disease.  
 

 

 

 

Submit your abstracts 

We invite you to submit abstracts for poster and oral 

presentations. All abstracts will be reviewed by the 

Scientific Committee and the decision informed to the 

corresponding author. Accepted abstract will be 

published online in Frontiers of Immunology (official 

publication of the International Union of Immunology 

Societies - IUIS). All authors must agree to transfer 

to Frontiers of Immunology the copyright if the 

abstract is accepted. 

 

Abstracts submission will be open from February 

1stto May 15th 2015. 
 

Register 

Registration to IMMUNOCOLOMBIA 2015 will be 

open fom February 1st to October15th 2015. The early 

bird registration (before May 15th) has a discount of 

the 10%. 

 

Early Bird 

Fee: 

February 

1
st
 - May 

15
th

, 2015 

Regular 

Fee 

May 16
th

 - 

October 

15
th

, 2015 

Professionals  US$ 225 US$ 250 

Students US$ 135 US$ 150 
  

 

For more information visit our web site 

www.inmunocolombia2015.com 
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